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Regimented Giving 


We are printing below an editorial which 
has just appeared in the Christian Observer. 
The situation to which the editor refers is one 
of general importance to our church and we con- 
cur with his position to the fullest extent. 


The Presbyterian Survey is the official pub- 
lication of our church. In its format and gen- 
eral reader interest it has improved tremendous- 
ly in recent years. As such it deserves the full- 
est support of the church. 


But, the mounting deficit being encountered 
in its publication, should be faced by the Gen- 
eral Assembly and provision for same be made 
in the budget. 


To assess the various benevolent agencies of 
the church is to embark on a financial prin- 
ciple which cannot be defended on the vital 
basis of recognized business ethics. True, the 
Survey promotes the work of the church, but 
this is done to an even larger extent by the 
independent weekly magazines published with- 
in the bounds of our church. 


When people give for a specific cause the 
money received for that specific purpose should 
not be diverted to some other cause no matter 
how worthy that cause. This diversion of gifts 
specifically given to the benevolent causes of 
our church is actually a levy on those causes 
by another agency of the church. Such would 
not be countenanced in business circles, why 
should it be countenanced in the church? 


That the Presbyterian Survey is a worthy 
cause is all the more reason that it should be 
sold to the church membership on its merits? 
To use funds specifically given for other pur- 
poses requires a reasoning which is not good. 


This brings us to the whole subject of local, 
Presbytery and General Assembly budgets. There 
has been an increasing tendency to equalize 
giving in accordance with pre- -arranged per- 
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centages. Within limits this is good. But, let 
us say that a presbytery sets up a budget of 
$20,000 for World Missions, and, let us say 
that some individual in that presbytery gives 
$2,000 as an extra and above gift for World 
Missions. Then that gift, by all standards, 


should be extra and above. Therefore, to in- 
include this in the budgeted $20,000 and raise 
only $18,000 in addition, thwarts the specific 
intent of the donor. 


Practices in different presbyteries differ wide- 
ly. From many ministers we have heard cries 
of anguish for they have found their churches, 
and individuals in those churches, regimented 


in their giving — giving to percentages rather 
than as the Lord requires. 


To say that this is all the “Lord’s money” 
hardly meets the issue. The “Lord’s money” 
can be given for general purposes, it can also 
be given for designated causes and in the latter 
cases it should always so be used. 


The worthiness of all of our benevolent work 
should make it stand on its own feet. Those 
who inveigh against competition of the various 
agencies should remember that this can_ be 
both healthy and profitable. Christians need 
to have their enthusiasm aroused in their giv 
ing. Cold budgets may seem business-like in 
their operation but the warmth of specific needs 
reaches the heart of the giver. There are those 
who feel that Christians should give to the 
Church and leave the method of administration 
of these funds entirely to those responsible for 
the various agencies. This is an easy way but 
it can kill both interested and sacrificial giving. 


It is our hope that the entire matter of bud- 
gets, percentages and the allocation of funds 
including the equalization fund, will be taken 
up by the General Assembly and a_ more 
realistic method devised. Laymen may be sold 
on overall giving but they will be sold much 
more on knowing that if they give to a specific 
cause all of that money is going to that cause. 
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This may require an entirely new concept 
of stewardship and its promotion but we be- 
lieve the total benevolent giving of our church 
could well be doubled by appealing to the 
heart as well as to the head. 


—The Editors. 





The Survey Deficit 


Now that preparations and plans are being 
made for the work of the churches during the 
coming year is a good time to call attention 
to a matter which has been on our conscience 
for some months. What we have in mind is the 
present method of taking care of the deficit 
incurred in publishing the Church’s monthly 
promotional magazine, the Presbyterian Survey. 


The net loss of the publication in 1955, ac- 
cording to the General Assembly’s minutes, was 
$28,005.01. This loss was taken care of by assess- 
ment of the Church’s benevolent agencies as 
follows: 





Percent. Amount. 

Board of World Missions.___39 $10,932.48 
Board of Church Extension__28 7,848.96 
Board of Christian Education 1814, 5,158.92 
Board of Annuities & Relief. 914 2,663.04 
Board of Women’s Work 2 560.65 
The General Council 3 840.96 
Totals 100 $28,005.01 


rhe net loss during the year ending Decem- 
ber 31, 1956, according to the Assembly minutes, 
was $30,821.52. This was met by assessing the 
agencies of the Church as follows: 





Percent. Amount. 

Board of World Missions 39 $12,020.39 
Board of Church Extension —_28 8,630.03 
Board of Christian Education 18, 5,701.98 
Board of Annuities & Relief 91, 2,928.04 
Board of Women’s Work 2 616.43 
The General Council 3 924.65 
Totals 100 $30,821.52 


This is the record of the past two years. State- 
ments made to the 1957 General Assembly were 
to the effect that the deficit will be much 
larger this year. In fact, the boards have been 





asked to underwrite an anticipated deficit this 
year of upwards of $80,000. 


As the circulation grows, now that the sub- 
scription price has been reduced, the deficit can 
be expected to go on mounting. That has been 
the experience of the U. S. A. Church, whose 
publication has now reached a circulation of 
one million copies per issue, but which still 
loses money on every issue published. 


That the General Assembly is becoming con- 
cerned about this matter is indicated by the 
following action taken at Birmingham last April: 
“That the General Council be instructed to 
study the possibility of budgeting the operating 
cost of the Presbyterian Survey as a General 
Fund Agency, beginning with the 1959 budget.” 


Some different plan of financing should sure- 
ly be found. If the plan proposed does not 
prove feasible, as some predict, then some other 
plan should be substituted at the earliest pos- 
sible date. The Church should stop diverting 
to this purpose gifts made to the boards for 
other purposes. 


The excuse that the Survey promotes all the 
causes of the Church and therefore benevolent 
funds may be used to pay its expenses is not a 
valid one. Such funds cannot rightly be charged 
by the boards to advertising or promotion. The 
boards buy advertising space in the Survey as 
they do in other publications. That is right 
and proper. As for the promotional articles, 
however, most of these would be published by 
one or more of the Church papers, if they were 
offered to them first, free of any expense to 
the boards. The Christian Observer, for ex- 
ample, has over the years past published hun- 
dreds of foreign mission articles without one 
cent of cost to the Board of World Missions. 
These articles now usually go to the Survey 
where their publication costs the board over a 
thousand dollars a month last year. 


The last address made before the General 
Assembly by the late Dr. Egbert W. Smith, who 
was for so many years connected with what 
is now the Board of World Missions, was an 
eloquent plea not to divert funds given to foreign 
missions to another purpose under considera- 
tion. Notwithstanding his earnest plea, the As- 
sembly—if our memory is accurate—went ahead 
and appropriated the money for the other pur- 
pose. We felt then, and we feel now, that the 
Assembly was in error. 
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“Other people’s money” is a sacred trust that 
should not be used in any way, even by the 
Church—perhaps we should say especially by 
the church—except in the way intended by the 
givers. Money given to World Missions, for 
example, should be used for World Missions, 
and money given for Church Extension or any 
other cause should be used only for the cause 
designated. Even the General Assembly, al- 
though it is the Church’s highest court and can 
take whatever action it pleases, has no moral 
right to use the people’s gifts for any other 
cause than that for which they were given— 

Christian Observer. 





A Tinder Box 


Congressman Walter Judd has rightly said 
that those who warn of danger are in a difficult 
position. If they give warning before the 
trouble arrives they are called “alarmists”. If 
they warn during negotiations which can have 
disastrous results they are “obstructionists”. If 
they call attention to harm which has resulted 
after its baleful effects are known they are 
“second guessers” looking. for political advan- 
tage. 


Right now the world is in the gravest peril. 
Communism has one objective — world domina- 
tion. At the same time within Russia there 
is growing unrest. Among the satellites there 
is an increasing spirit of revolt. In China the 
red regime is facing more open and under-cover 
resistance than at any time since it imposed its 
blood will on a great people. 


Because of this the men in the Kremlin may 
take a calculated risk and make an all-out at- 
tempt to secure the world for themselves. 


Damascus, the city near which the Apostle 
Paul met his Lord and in which he began his 
work as a minister, missionary and expounder 
of Christianity in the fullness of its implica- 
tions, may hold the key to World War III at 
this very moment. Armed by Russia and backed 
by this close neighbor reckless men m: ry readily 
follow the leading of Moscow. 


Antioch, where the disciples were first called 
Christians, now contains a garrison of Egyptian 
troops, sent by a reckless man who aspires to 
be the leader of all the Arab nations. 


Turkey, the site of much of Paul’s missionary 
work, is now a well governed and well disci- 
plined nation, completely committed to the West 
and totally unafraid of Russia. Turkey now 
finds herself surrounded on three sides by Com- 
munist influence. 


What will happen no man can predict. But 
in Washington and within the United Nations 
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there is the gravest apprehension. Russia can 
easily stir up a pretext by sending troops into 
Syria dressed as Turkish soldiers. Anything can 
happen and it behooves Christians to pray that 
God will restrain evil men and nations and ye 
give further opportunity for the preaching oj 
the Gospel to a lost world. Also, we should 
pray that we shall take full advantage of ever 
opening for making Him known. 


The night cometh but it is still day. Pessi 
mism? Only in so far as the evil intent of 
evil men. —Optimistic? Yes, because we are 
Christ’s and some day every knee will bow to 
Him and every tongue confess that He is Lord. 


—L.N.B. 


According to the Reformed Faith, 
How Serious Is the Fall? 


Sometimes the strongest statements about the 
gravity of the fall are cited from Luther and the 
mildest from Calvin with the end result that 
some students get the impression that Calvin 
was more a Thomist than a Lutheran. Now 
every student of Luther knows that the fathe 
of the Reformation overstates himself at times. 
M. Reu cites him as saying that it is foolish 
to inquire about the image of God since it has 
been effaced by sin and will only be restored 
by the resurrection from the dead, Luther and 
the Scriptures, p. 16. Heinecken, however, shows 
that what Luther meant was to insist that man 
as a totality was by nature in the wrong rela. 
tionship to God, and thus is in a basic bondage 
“from which he can in no wise set himself 
free’. But, he further shows that the reformers, 
particularly Luther, recognized that the fallen 
man is still capable of a “civil righteousness” in 
virtue of what was called the “remnant of the 
image of God”, Christ Frees and Unites, 
pp. 30-31. 





When we come to Calvin it is well to remem- 
ber that of his own initiative he signed the 
Augsburg Confession and that such scholars as 
Karl Holl, E. Troelsch, and G. C. Berkouwe! 
describe him as “a Lutheran from the begin- 
ning”, Faith and Justification, p. 50. Then it 
is well to notice some of the Reformed con- 
fessions written in Calvin's lifetime by Calvin 
and his disciples. 


The Gallic of French Confession, prepared 
by Calvin and one of his pupils, appeared in 
1559. In article nine we read of fallen man: 
“And being blinded in his mind, and depraved 
in his heart, he has lost all integrity and there 
is no good in him” (sans avoir rien de reste). 
The Scots’ Confession of 1560 speaks of the 
image of God as “penitus obliterata” by the 
fall, and the Kirk of Scotland adopted our West: 
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minster confession as agreeing in all things with 


the received doctrine. The Belgic Confession of 
1561 teaches that by the first transgression man’s 
whole nature was corrupted as a result of which 
man is but a slave of sin and has nothing of 
himself unless it is given him of heaven, Art.xiv. 


Calvin sometimes speaks of the defection of 
the first man as sufficient to obliterate the divine 
image in man, Instruction in Faith, par. 4, 
Institutes I11.ii.12; 11.1.5. In a Sermon on Deut. 
10. If he says: “We are creatures shaped after 
the image of God, but to the utmost of our 
power we have defaced God’s image in us, and 
are so marred and corrupted by original sin 
that God disclaims us, and yet for all that, He 
vouchsafes to gather us to Himself.” Professor 
T. Torrance of Edinburgh in Calvin’s Doctrine 
of Man finds Calvin’s view best set forth in the 
words: TOTAL PERVERSITY. That is, man 
still has magnificent gifts from God but uses 
them in a way totally perverse from that for 
which they were given, namely, to glorify him- 
self rather than the God of all grace. “Even the 
most sagacious of men are blinder than moles 
in the knowledge of God and His paternal favor 
on which .our salvation depends”, Institutes 
11.1.8. 


Indeed, Calvin can speak of the image of 
God as so disfigured as to have been turned into 
its opposite. Citing John 8.44, he writes: “Be- 
cause as the faithful are known to be the chil- 
dren of God from their bearing His image; so 
the impious, from the image of Satan into which 
they have degenerated, are properly considered 
as his children.” Institutes, I.xiv.18. Likewise 
Calvin’s great fellow Reformer, Henry Bullinger, 
in the first sermon of his famous Decades asserts 
that man continued not in the dignity of the 
happy state in which he was created, “but by 
means of the devil, and his own proper fault, 
fell into sin, misery and death, changing his 
likeness to God into the similitude of the devil”. 


When Calvin speaks of the divine image as 
not utterly annihilated and effaced in man, 
he adds that it was so corrupted that whatever 
remains is but horrible deformity, Jnstitutes 
.xv.4. He goes on to say — and here he ad- 
vances beyond the statement of Reu — that in 
this life Christ begins the work of restoring the 
image of God in regenerating man by His Spirit. 
Moreover, Calvin urges us to do good to all 
men, on the ground that we should contemplate 
the divine image in them. III.vii.6; Gen.9.6. 


The Reformers and their historic confessions 
do not base the love of God to man on any 
alleged infinite value of the human soul. That, 
of course, is the liberal Gospel of Adolph von 
Harnack which he derived from Albert Ritschl 
and which that neo-Protestant brought in from 
Kant’s rationalism. In our day, A. Nygran, 
Agape and Eros and W. G. Kemmel, Das Bild 
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des Menchen im NT have shown the unten- 
ableness of Harnack’s exegesis. While Tillich 
posits an ontological worth of value or claim 
on cosmic justice by man, Calvin goes back 
with Paul to God’s electing love in eternity and 
finds that “in adopting us God does not inquire 
what we are and is not reconciled to us by any 
personal worth”, On Ephesians 1.5. For him, 
“It is beyond all controversy, that no man is 
loved by God but in Christ; He is the beloved 
Son in Whom the love of the Father perpetually 
rests, and then diffuses itself to us so that we 
are accepted in the Beloved”, Eph.1.6: Insti- 
tutes I11.ii1.32; I1I.xxiv.5. 


—W.C.R. 





Henry Bullinger on the 
Second Commandment 


If there was one Swiss Reformer who had 
anything like the influence which John Calvin 
exercised on the English Reformation it was 
his contemporary Henry Bullinger, Zwingli’s 
successor in Zurich. Bullinger was settled there 
before Calvin came to Geneva and outlived the 
latter. Bullinger’s personal confession written 
when death seemed near became the great 
Helvetic Confession by which many Reformed 
Churches have been known ever since. Bul- 
linger’s catechism was prescribed for use by the 
tutors of Oxford and his Decades were required 
study for every cleric of the Church of England 
whose education was below that of a Master 
of Arts. In the second of these Decades there 
is a sermon on the Second Commandment run- 
ning over an hour and a half. We can only 
cite a few items from this long discourse. 


The LORD spake unto you from the midst 
of the fire; and a voice of words ye heard, 
but likeness saw ye none, but heard the voice 
only. Take good heed therefore unto your- 
selves, as pertaining unto your souls (for 
ye saw no manner of image in that day), 
lest ye mar yourselves by making you a graven 
image, the likeness of any manner of figure, 
whether it be the picture of man or woman, 
Deut. 4.12f. 


Augustine pronounced it to be horrible sac- 
rilege for any man to place in the Church 
the image of God the Father, sitting on a 
throne with bended hams . . . 

The primitive Church also of Christ’s apos- 
tles had no images, either of Christ himself, 
or of other saints set up in their places of 
public prayer, nor in their churches . . . 
Epiphanius rent the veil that hung in the 
temple, bearing in it the image of Christ 
or some other saint; testifying withal, that it 
is against Christian religion, for the picture of 
a man to hang in the Church of God. 
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Furthermore, for Christ, our Lord and very 
God, though he have taken on him the nature 
of us men, yet, notwithstanding, there ought 
no image to be erected. For he did not be- 
come man to that intent; but he drew up his 
humanity into heaven, and therewithal gave 
us a charge, that so often as we pray, we 
should lift up the eyes of our minds and 
bodies into heaven above. Moreover, being 
once ascended, he sent his Spirit instead of 
himself unto the Church, wherein he hath 
a spiritual kingdom, and needeth not any 
bodily or corruptible things. For he com- 
manded that, if we would bestow anything 
on him for his sake, we should bestow it on 
the poor, and not on his picture or image. 
And now since, without all controversy, our 
Christ is the very true God, and that the 
very true God doth forbid to hallow him 
any likeness of man, that is, to represent God 
in the shape of man; it followeth conse- 
uently, that to Christ no image is to be 
Aediciatit, because he is the true and very 
God and life everlasting. 


Thou shalt not bow down to them , 
There is no moving, there is no life, there 
is no breath in a picture or image. But the 
Lord sitteth in his holy temple, where he 
reigneth and teacheth, by inspiration and 
the preaching of His word, the sum of godli- 
ness, and where he liveth for ever in the 
hearts of all His saints and servants. 


I am God, saith he, shewing mercy, or giving 
bountifully unto thousands of them that love 
me and keep my commandments. 

W.C.R. 





Demythologize 


This is a word that frequently occurs in mod- 
ern theological writings, especially in the writ- 
ings of the Neo-orthodox School. Just what 
do these writers mean when they talk about 
“demythologizing” the New Testament? This 
would seem to take the myths out of the N. T., 
and to imply that there are myths in the N. T. 
which should be taken out. 


Webster defines a myth as “a story, the origin 
of which is forgotten, ostensibly historical but 
usually such as to explain some practice, belief, 
institution, or natural phenomenon. A person 
or thing existing only in imagination.” Are 
there any such persons or things in the N. T. 
that need to be taken out? 


The New Testament mentions myths in 
I Tim. 1:4; II Tim. 4:4; Titus 1:14 and 
II Pet. 1:16. The K. J. V. and A. S. V. in all 
these passages have “fable”; but R. S. V. has 
“myth”, a literal translation of the Greek 
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“muthos” from which our English word myth 
is derived. In all these passages the word has 
an unsavory flavor. Paul and Peter flatly deny 
that there are any myths in the N. T. and wam 
against following them. 


Peter says: “For we did not follow cunningly 
devised myths when we made known to you 
the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
but were eye-witnesses of His majesty.” The 
N. T. records actual, objective facts that the 
writers saw and heard, as is emphasized in 
I John I:1-4. The N. T. does not contain any 
myths, and so does not need to be “de. 
mythologized.” What these modern writers 
mean is to deny the historicity of the N. T, 
and take out all the supernatural elements in 
it. What is left is only a tattered rag that con- 


tains no gospel to save and sanctify us poor 
sinners. 


Christianity differs from all so-called religions 
in that it is based on authentic historical facts. 
The N. T. contains the inspired record of these 
facts as Paul tells us in I Cor. 15:1-8. The facts 
alone are not the Gospel, but only form the 
basis of the Gospel. The Gospel is the inspired 
explanation of the recorded facts. Both fact 
and explanation together constitute the Gospel 
by which we are saved. There are no myths 
in the N. T. and so there is no need to “de- 
mythologize” anything in it. 


Martin A. Hopkins. 





The Sun and the Moon Stood Still 
By J. V. N. Talmage, B.E. 
Chapter 11 THE DISCOVERY REVEALED 


When studying archeological data, hunting 
for the FLOOD and the HIATUS which fol- 
lowed, the writer was impressed with the man- 


ner in which dogs were mentioned in various 
reports. 


When one by one many of the sites with 
dog bones were shown to be postdiluvian, it 
occurred to the writer that the presence of dog 
bones might mean the site belonged after the 
FLOOD; in other words, dog bones might be 
what the geologists call a type fossil. 


To learn where dog bones or other signs of 
dogs had been found in the most ancient city 
mounds, a letter was sent to Miss Ann Parkins 
of Yale University, an expert in this field, 
asking her in what mounds, Jemdet Nasr 
(Babel) time or before, signs of dogs had been 
discovered. She replied that only in Tepe Gawra 
near Nineveh were the signs of dogs certain. 


The writer then examined the bulky reports 
on the excavation of Tepe Gawra, and found 
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that there had been drawings of dogs on seals 
that seemed to belong to antediluvian levels 
(VIII and below). Some of the drawings 
seemed to indicate wild dogs, but in the upper- 
most layers, one got the impression that some 
dogs had been domesticated. 


According to geophysical correlation, there 
were at the same time as the Tepe Gawra layers, 
some Mesolithic (Middle Stone Age) cave- 
dwellers who hunted and fished along the south- 
ern shores of the Caspian Sea. In the caves 
of these people Dr. Carleton S$. Coon of the 
University of Pennsylvania found many dog 
bones, but he could not determine whether they 
had been domesticated or not. The writer sus- 
pects those dogs had been eaten, for even to 
this day many Koreans consider dog meat a 
delicacy. 


In archeological sites elsewhere which the 
writer considers antediluvian no dog bones have 
been found. For instance, there are none in 
the Paleoindian campsites of North America, 
none in the sites of the Old Stone Age 
(Paleolithic) of Europe, none in the Middle 
Stone Age (Mesolithic) of north Africa, none 
in the Neolithic layers of Jericho, none in the 


early civilized mounds of Mesopotamia (Has- 
suna, Halaf, Obeid, Uruk). 


Dogs are met with everywhere in archeological 
sites left from post diluvian times. (These will 
be described in next chapter.) 


A German investigator reported that there 
were no signs that there had been wild dogs 
in Europe during the ice ages (antediluvian) 
but that dogs were imported after domestication. 


From what we have mentioned, it would seem 
that wild dogs were native, (at least for 2000 
years before the FLOOD) to the northern part 
of Persia and adjacent regions, as shown by 
Caspian caves and Tepe Gawra city mound. Ap- 
parently they were domesticated near that great 
mound. 


There are several reasons why the writer has 
lately come to believe that Noah built his ark 
in the north. First, the traditional place in 
the south is shown not to have existed before 
Babel (Jemdet Nasr) time. Gopher wood of 
which the ark was built was probably more 
plentiful in the north. The postdiluvian pot- 
tery has its roots in northern pottery. Now 
we find the domesticated dog in the north only, 
from which Noah took a pair into the ark. 


Presbyterian Men's Convention 


By Reverend John R. Richardson, D.D. 


Some 6,000 Presbyterian men from every part 
of the General Assembly met in the Dinner 
Key Auditorium of Miami, Thursday evening, 
October 10, for a four-day convention. This 
meeting was authorized by the 95th General As- 
sembly and promoted by the Assembly’s Men’s 
Council. 


“ALL THE WAY FOR CHRIST” was the 
excellent theme of the 1957 convention. The 
official purpose of this gathering was four-fold. 
First, to challenge men to acknowledge the 
greatness and power of God and accept His rule 
in every walk of life. Second, to confront each 
man with all the needs of his personal relation- 
ship to Christ as Saviour and Lord. Third, to 
persuade men that it is their highest privilege 
to be workers together with Christ in all areas 
of life. Fourth, to inspire, inform, and equip 
men for adventurous service through their 
Church, witnessing in the home, business, and 
community, and whole world. 


“All the Way for Christ” 


KEY NOTE ADDRESS 


Dr. Louis H. Evans of New York City, Min- 
ister at large of the Presbyterian Church U.S.A., 
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was selected to give the keynote address on the 
Convention’s theme “ALL THE WAY FOR 
CHRIST.” Introducing his message, Dr. Evans 
averred, “Whoever chose this subject must have 
been perfectly willing to embarrass modern 
man. They have put their finger upon a con- 
dition and a requirement which every Christian 
man would profess theoretically but which few 
are willing to practice functionally—namely 
that a man must be altogether surrendered to 
Christ or not at all.” 


The Biblical basis for Dr. Evan’s address was 
Mark 12:32-33. “Well, Master, thou hast said 
the truth, for there is one God and there is 
none other than He; and to love Him with all 
the heart, with all the understanding, and with 
all the soul and with all the strength—this is 
more than all whole burnt offerings and sacri- 
fices.” 


The speaker explained that the main thrust 
of this passage suggests the theme “GOING ALL 
THE WAY FOR CHRIST.” It means, he said, 
a dedication of life and service “with all the 
heart, with all the understanding or mind, all 
the strength and all the soul—there is nothing 
of you remaining—this is ‘GOING ALL THE 
WAY FOR CHRIST.” 
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“It is not enough to have strength,” said Dr. 
Evans, “We must have dedicated strength.” 
Every man’s conscience was probed by search- 
ing questions relative to the dedication of phys- 
ical strength. “How long is it since you spent 
as much time calling on a prospect list for 
church membership as you spent playing 18 
holes of golf? Do you match the amount of 
time spent in setting up exercises for the soul, 
come the morning hour, as you do on setting 
up exercises for the body?’ These and similar 
questions caused the men present to see clearly 
some of the implications involved in going 
“ALL THE WAY FOR CHRIST.” 


“Our mental processes,” the speaker empha- 
sized, “should likewise be dedicated to Christ, 
because the Christ-controlled mind is a believ- 
ing mind.” He remarked on this point, “It is 
startling to sense the amount of unbelief there 
is in the contemporary church. The statistics 
are certainly compelling and I need not review 
them; suffice it to say that some men have sur- 
rendered the strength of their bodies to Christ 
without surrendering the precepts of their minds 
to ‘Didaskalos, the great Teacher. The tend- 
ency to pride of intellect is ever demanding that 
God ‘explain’ Himself in His edicts but you and 
I have never come to the place where we have 
to explain every force we use. No one has yet 
been able to define electricity and yet we are 
pleased to use it. We cannot analyze love or 
place it in the test tube but we accept it and 
its force moves us. I have never understood 
the operations of the telephone, but I have used 
it and I have gotten my answer, and thus it is 
with prayer. Many people have experienced the 
power of prayer without being able to explain 
it. It is true of the new birth. Jesus said that 
it was like the ‘wind.’ Then they could not 
explain it and they knew not why or ‘whence 
it came.’ Before the men of Galilee ever read 
a book on physics explaining the wind they used 
the wind to fill their sails and bear them across 
Gennesaret Sea. We do not need to explain 
the new birth before we experience it. You 
cannot possibly believe the divinity of Christ 
until you have asked him to do for you what 
only a God can do and thus prove his complete 
sufficiency.” 


Dr. Evans applied the convention’s theme to 
the necessity of Christian men devoting their 
loyalty to regular church attendance, the enter- 
prise of missions, and stewardship of posses- 
sions. Clinching these ideas, Dr. Evans declared, 
“. . . In the realm of worship does the soul or 
the Kingdom come first? One man said to me, ‘I 
wanted to be in church Sunday, but you know I 
just love those little golf balls.’ Yes, he loved 
three little golf balls. He loved them more 
than the Trinity which had invited him to 
worship that morning. A woman said to me 
once, ‘You know, Dr. Evans, I would gladly 
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have been in church but some friends dropped 
in Sunday morning and they didn’t want to 
go to church and I didn’t want to hurry them 
and we stayed home.’ I said in my heart, ‘So 
you hurt God instead.’ Who came first, friends 
or God?” 


“Why last Sunday 50% of all men in the 
Christian Church were absent without leave from 
the house of God, from their pews. What sort 
of a ‘first’ is this? Where does the church 
stand positionally in your schedule and mine?” 


“Is the missionary passion our primary pas- 
sion—capturing the world for God? Someone 
has said the Communists now outnumber us 
32 to 1 in some parts of Africa in the form of 
their active agents spreading the propaganda of 
their cause while only half-heartedly and with 
a handful of missionaries we propagate the 
Kingdom.” 


“In the realm of stewardship how much soul 
is in our giving? I was in the home for a few 
days of one of our NATO officials who was 
just back from the defenses in Europe. He said 
to his wife, ‘Honey, get me that clipping out 
of the papers some time ago and let Louis read 
it." She handed me the clipping and it read 
like this, ‘Board of Foreign Missions of the 
Presbyterian Church in U. S. A. proffered as 
a budget for its foreign missionary work abroad 
the sum of $9,118,300. This is the largest goal 
in 120 years.” He watched me as I read it and 
as I smiled he said to me, ‘Louis, tell me you're 
proud of that, aren’t you?’ I said to him, “That’s 
the best we have done in 120 years.’ He said, 
‘You know what that amounts to? That’s the 
price of two B-52 bombers! It amounts to one 
penny a day per Presbyterian for Foreign Mis- 
sions. This is a penny parade! How could we 
ever win that way? I mentioned these statistics 
in a sermon at the National Presbyterian Church 
in Washington a few weeks ago, and as I was 
walking out of the Church with President Eisen- 
hower, he said, ‘Bombers cost more, Dr. Evans; 
that was a year ago. Now our largest bomber 
would cost $9,000,000.’ God forgive us.” 


Concluding this penetrating message, Dr. 
Evans reminded the men that it is imperative 
that we start with individual regeneration if 
we expect to find a solution for the needs of 
the world. He asserted, “Social regeneration 
will always follow individual regeneration. . . . 
This brings us to the importance of the indi- 
vidual man. Your car was put together part by 
part; the Kingdom of God is put together man 


by man.” It was on this high note that this 
fine address closed. 


“All the Way for Christ—in the Home” 


Dr. Theodore F. Adams, pastor of the First 
Bapust Church of Richmond, Virginia, and 
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president of the World Baptist Alliance, spoke 
on “ALL THE WAY FOR CHRIST—IN THE 
HOME.” 


“Successful marriages and enduring and happy 
homes don’t just happen. They are made, and 
made to succeed by those who love the Lord 
and feel that He has joined them together for 
eternity,” asserted the Richmond Pastor. 


“Some marriages are doomed to failure from 
the outset because they are not made of God. 
They are made by people who foolishly think 
they can live happily without God,” he con- 
tinued. “Marriages fail because people fail, and 
people fail,” he said, “because they live without 
God.” With true pastoral insight, Dr. Adams 
observed that “marriages are often wrecked by 
character failures.” He concluded his message 
with some suggestions for success in marriages. 
Space does not permit extended quotations, but 
from a group of suggestions we submit the fol- 
lowing as being worthy of serious thought. 


1. Maintain your personal attractiveness. This 
is important both for husband and wife. 


2. Eliminate needless irritants and sources of 
antagonism. Stop the little annoying things 
that get on each other’s nerves, and also the 
habit of criticizing or joking about each 
other in public in such a way as to embarrass 
or make one feel inferior. 


3. Do not cherish feelings of resentment. For- 
give and forget. Don’t keep bringing up past 
troubles that have been settled once. 


1. Keep looking for new ways to do joyful 
things together. Keep the spirit of court- 
ship and romance. Don’t neglect each other 
because children come. Your ties will last 
longer after they have left home. 


5. Be loyal. Don’t talk about faults or troubles 
to outsiders. If you need help, talk to your 
pastor or doctor or some trusted adviser. 


6. Don’t keep wondering what would have hap- 
pened if you had married someone else. Such 
daydreams do no good. 


~ 


Keep your sense of humor. 


8. Make the best of whatever life brings. You 
and God together can meet any problem life 
presents. 


9. Cultivate your own spiritual life. Take time 
for prayer and meditation. Talk daily with 
God, and give Him a chance to talk to you. 


“All the Way for Christ—With Money” 


Howard E. Butt, Jr., from Corpus Christi, 
Texas, delivered a challenging address on “ALL 
THE WAY FOR CHRIST — WITH MONEY”. 
Mr. Butt is a capable young man and has had 
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wide experience in speaking on Christian Stew- 
ardship throughout the nation. 


This Christian business man began by dis- 
cussing America’s prosperity. He said, “We out- 
produce and out-consume an envious world in 
everything from bathtubs to antibiotics and 
from television to tranquilizers. The blunt fact 
is that this nation, with only 7 percent of the 
world’s population has almost 50 percent of 
its wealth. We own 76 percent of the world’s 
automobiles, 51 percent of its trucks, 47 percent 
of its steel, and something like 90 percent of 
its Slenderella electric reducing machines.” 


“All this prosperity is massive evidence for 
the effectiveness of a system of free enterprise 
and competitive opportunity, but that simply 
increases our responsibility.” 


In the light of this prosperity the speaker 
noted that America has a greater financial re- 
sponsibility than any other country. Much has 
been given us and, therefore, much will be re- 
quired of us. The Scripture basis for this mes- 
sage was “to whom much is given, of him, much 
shall be required.” 


For the benefit of our readers we offer some 
of the choice quotations from Mr. Butt’s ad- 
dress. “When material possessions become the 
most important thing in life we are guilty of 
the sin the Bible labels idolatry. Unfortunately 
idolatry is not an ancient sin. Baal may be gone 
but he has a thousand modern replacements.” 


“The great god Mammon is not wanting for 
worshippers today.” 


“Christ spoke of Mammon in two ways: First, 
he warned, ‘Ye cannot serve God and Mammon.’ 
Later he changed the emphasis, teaching, ‘Make 
friends of the Mammon of unrighteousness.’ ” 


“Mammon makes a fine friend but a mon- 
strous master.” 


“It is completely wise to become acquainted 
with Mammon for a useful purpose. It is folly 
to be ruled by it.” 


“Some friendships tend to subdue, strangle, 
and suffocate us. Let us beware! Mammon is 
that kind of friend.” 


“Shrines to Mammon are found on every 
street. They far outnumber temples to God. 
Some people keep their shrine in the garage, 
with the hood brightly polished. Others have 
it in the clothes closets, hoping that the moths 
will not corrupt. Others have it in the jewelry 
case. For some, the home itself is the temple. 
The paycheck, the office, the store, the organi- 
zation, the Dun and Bradstreet, the annual re- 
port — all these bid us bow down and worship.” 


“The $50.00 a week clerk and the financial 
genius manipulating millions are both tempted 
to be devotees.” 
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“Mammon was intended to be our companion. 
{t was never meant to be our conqueror.” 


“This stewardship is of all life—not of our 
money alone. God owns our time and our tal- 
ents. Our influence, our personalities, and our 
minds are His and must be used for His pur- 
poses. Never make stewardship simply a finan- 
cial phase. It covers all of life. We belong in 
totality to God. But that includes 100% of 
our possessions.” 


“Let us face this squarely. No man can truly 
be right with God in his heart until he is right 
with God in his pocketbook. The teaching of 
the Scripture is very clear.” 


“Every Christian should give at least 10% 
of his income. The tithe is the absolute mini- 
mum. This much we owe to God. From the 
earliest days of the worship of Jehovah this 
divine tenth principle has been established.” 


“What we give above 10% is an offering to 
God. The Bible teaches that our giving up to 
that 10% level is actually only returning to 
God that which is distinctively His. To keep 
that for ourselves which so clearly is His divine 
possession is to commit what the Scriptures 
call spiritual thievery. Malachi wrote, ‘Will a 
man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me,’ saith 
the Almightv. “But ye say, wherein have we 
robbed Thee? In tithes and offerings!’ ” 


Is it possible that we have had grand larceny 
in Church? At 11 o’clock Sunday morning while 
the collection plates were being passed? The 
possibility of respectable thieves robbing God 
by means of tithes and offerings withheld is 
clear warning to us all.” 


“But here is a man whose thrift and economy 
has overpowered his theology. He argues, ‘I 
don’t have to tithe. Tithing is Old Testament 
law. We are under New Testament grace. That 
legal requirement of 10% is not for me.’” 


If this misguided friend is trying to save money 
and justify himself Biblically, he had _ better 
settle for 10% quickly and hold on to the Old 
Testament with all his might.” 


“What is the New Testament standard? 
Zacchaeus is an illustration. He gave 50%. And 
the widow commended by Christ gave 100% of 
what she had. The New Testament standard 
is the total stewardship of the total life. It is 
incredible and impossible that this should mean 


less than the 10% required by the Old Testa- 
ment. 


“Many Christians today can, should, and must 
go far beyond the tithe. For a man of moderate 
means 10% may be a genuinely sacrificial gift. 
But for his wealthy neighbor, 10% is no sacrifice 
at all. 
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“Philip Guedella, the well known author, says 
that the task of the biographer is always to 
discover the true character of his subject. He 
tells of his quest to find the real man in writing 
the life of the Duke of Wellington. There was 
no trouble in discovering what he did, where 
he went, or what he said. But it was only when 
he stumbled in his searching across the check- 
beoks of Wellington that he found his answer. 
There in the stubs of the man’s financial spend- 
ings, he saw the true personality. Of course, 
his character — revealed in his checkbook. And 
so it is for every one of us.” 


“Giving is the essence of Christianity. It was 
conceived in giving. God so loved the world 
that He gave. The babe of Christmas is his- 
tory’s brightest gift. Jesus walked among men 
giving them his virtue, strength and wisdom. 
Calvary’s redemption is the shatteringly over- 
powering gift in which God gave Himself for 
man’s sin and He who was rich became poor 
that we through His poverty might be rich. 
He gave Himself to the cold darkness of the 
tomb that we might receive Easter’s bright vic- 
tory over death.” 


“Are we to receive all this as the gift of ever- 
lasting life and not give Him our lives in return? 
We cannot. We dare not. Love so amazing, so 
divine demands my soul, my life, my all.” 


“All the Way for Christ 
Through Citizenship” 


The Friday evening’s meeting exceeded all 
of the other sessions in attendance. An estimat- 
ed crowd of 8,500 was present to hear Evangelist 
Billy Graham speak on “All The Way With 
Christ In Citizenship”. 


“If there ever was a time for the South to 
develop good citizenship and express its love, it 
is now,” Dr. Graham told the audience in the 
Dinner Key Auditorium. “I see no place in 
Scripture that will give any man the right to 


resort to violence, hatred and bitterness,” he 
asserted. 


Graham elaborated at length on the gravity 
of the international situation brought on by 
the launching of the Russian Satellite. This 
event, the speaker affirmed, has produced a 
crisis in the United States equalled only by those 
of the Revolutionary War, the Constitutional 
Convention in Philadelphia, and the Civil War. 
In the light of this crisis, the speaker said, “This 
is, therefore, a time for prayer for repentance 


and for getting right with God in our own 
hearts.” 


Analyzing the contemporary problems of the 
world, the Evangelist explained that “All of 
these problems stem from one problem—sin.” 
This. observation he insisted was not an over- 
simplification of the matter. 
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“What is the answer?”, he asked. He gave as 
his own answer, “We need an encounter with 
the living God.” 


Graham closed his message with an earnest 
invitation to the men present to rededicate 
their lives to Christ. A sizable number respond- 
ed to his call. 


“All the Way Through Christian Growth” 


The Sunday morning sermon was delivered 
by Dr. James A. Jones, President of Union The- 
ological Seminary on “ALL THE WAY 
FOR CHRIST THROUGH CHRISTIAN 
GROWTH”. Dr. Jones began his message with 
a note of warning. He said “the simple truth 
is we shall be better or worse by having been 
here these days. Both alternatives are real”. 
Continuing this thought, the speaker affirmed, 
“Unless this convention has led us voluntarily 
and conclusively to go home and do something 
definite with regard to the enrichment of the 
church in our own houses, it were better for 
us not to have heard the grandeur that is to 
be had when a man and his family go all-out 
for Christ in their home. Unless there is a 
new and divine mark upon our patriotism, 
whereby through us the way of Christ is trans- 
lated into the civic affairs of our town and 
state, it is a disadvantage for us to have given 
any consideration whatsoever to the challenge 
to dare for Christ in citizenship. Unless there 
is a new sense of stewardship as we handle our 
money, unless there is a new sense of the sanctity 
of the common ground on which we stand to do 
our common work, all concern for the relation 
between Christ and our material resources and 
between Christ and our vocations will have been 
a venture in dishonor. In short, unless a man 
means business with the Son of Man, let him 
be left alone! But if we do mean business, then 
there is Gospel for us everyone. We can grow 
in the fashion of His likeness, until men seeing 
us will take knowledge that we have been with 
Him, and that we are out-and-out for Him. This 
is the wondrous possibility that is available to 
the man who dares to grow as a Christian.” 


Jones was at his best in his discussion 
of “Growing In The Knowledge of Christ.” It 
is refreshing as well as edifying to hear Presi- 
dent Jones declare: 


“The point nowhere is put more clearly than 
in the Creed of our own church as it specifically 
deals with the matters of ‘effectual calling, jus- 
tification, adoption, and sanctification’. Per- 
haps there are those who rebel at such words. 
They belong to a bygone day, it may be said; 
or they suggest ideas which are too involved 
for the lay mind which confesses an unpardon- 
able ignorance of such subjects. I submit that 


the terms, for all their strangeness, are not so 
difficult to say, or to understand to an adequate 
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degree, as other terms which we bandy about 


in the most illiterate of conversations. We talk 
of ‘maniac-depressive psychoses’, of ‘“psychoso- 
matic medicine’, of ‘economic probabilities’, of 
‘intercontinental missiles’, of ‘hydromatic shifts’, 
and the like. A man who can make sense out 
of any one of those terms can make enough 
sense out of the cherished language of theology. 
And our forbears in the Church believed in 
the intelligence of their children. So let me 
put the matters thus: 


‘Effectual calling is the work of God’s Spirit, 
whereby, convincing us of our sin and misery, 
enlightening our minds in the knowledge of 
God, and renewing our wills, He doth per- 
suade and enable us to embrace Jesus Christ 
freely offered to us in the Gospel.’ 


And to that, this: 


‘Justification is an act of God’s free grace, 
wherein he pardoneth all our sins, and ac- 
cepteth us as righteous in His sight, only for 
the righteousness of Christ, imputed to us, 
and received by faith alone.’ 


And this: 


‘Adoption is an act of God’s free grace, where- 
by we are received into the number, and have 
a right to all the privileges, of the sons of God.’ 


And, once more: 


‘Sanctification is the work of God’s free grace, 

whereby we are renewed in the whole man 

after the image of God, and we are enabled 
more and more to die unto sin, and live unto 
righteousness.’ 

“Do you trace the movement of thought in 
these splendid statements? Our salvation is the 
consequence of God’s endeavor, and none other. 
But having been saved, we are to submit to 
that ministry of the Holy Spirit by which we 
are enabled ‘more and more to die unto sin, 
and live unto righteousness.. We are not to 
be content to be babes in the Family of Faith. 
We are meant to be men, yielding to and work- 
ing with the Spirit of Christ, who has some- 
thing new for us to do and something better for 
us to become.” 


Interest Groups 


Five interest groups were held Saturday morn- 
ing. The vocations of doctors, lawyers, business 
men, educators, public officials, craftsmen and 
farmers were discussed. Since these seminars 
were held at different places and at the same 
time, we can only report on one. 


Dr. D. Elton Trueblood of Earlham College 
spoke to about 300 men on “Education In Our 
Day.” He criticized television teaching as “fake 
teaching’. “Much of our education today is 
shoddy because it is so lacking in human con- 
tact”, he declared. He decried classes with more 
than 15 students and said that often more is 
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learned in a snackbar bull session than in the 
classroom if the professor does not know his 
students. 


The Earlham College professor urged Chris- 
tian educators to strive for excellence in their 
subjects, to develop concern for persons in their 
classes, and to hold basic convictions which will 
underlie all they do and say. Among these con- 
victions he listed the belief that the world makes 
sense—that it is God’s world and that man is 
not very big, that he doesn’t know much, and 
that man is not self-sufficient. ~ 


Dr. Trueblood pointed out that if an educator 
is a Christian, he cannot be a logical positivist, 
a behaviorist, a Marxist, or a Freudian disciple. 
He called on Christian schools and Christian 
teachers to stop apologizing for their beliefs 
and be proud of the fact that they can do more 
for individuals than anybody else. 


All the Way—in Winning Men 


Saturday night an effective program on Evan- 
gelism was presented. Dr. John F. Anderson of 
Dallas, Texas, presided. He told the conven- 
tion, “We who are in the Church must be of 
one mind and one heart in Evangelism. We 
have not near gone all the way with Christ.” 


Dr. Anderson introduced Dr. Dan Foster, a 
physician from Dallas, who said that two of 
the things that prevent many from witnessing 
for Christ are, “a cultivated broadmindedness, 
and the idea that this work has to be done by 
experts.” 


Jose Balbino of Fortaleza, Brazil, gave a per- 
sonal testimony as to the salvation he has ex- 
perienced through Christ. At one time, this 
gun-packing Brazilian was the most feared man 
in his neighborhood. He carried his gun and 
knife with him at all times to cause trouble. 
He started a life of drunkenness at ten years 
of age, and continued to drink three quarts of 
moonshine for twenty-two years. Then he was 
converted to Christ. He gave his gun and knife 
as presents to the police. He now spends his 
time telling about his new life in Christ. 


Two native Africans were introduced by Dr. 
A. Hoyt Miller. Dr. Miller interpreted their 
testimony. Col. Powell Fraser spoke of his wit- 
ness among the armed forces in Europe. 


Appreciation 


The 1957 Miami Men’s Convention is now 
over, but we may be sure the inspiration gen- 
erated and the instruction imparted will bear 
fruit in many of our churches. We do not know 
how many of the men in attendance will go 
all the way with Christ, but we are persuaded 
some will, and others will follow on to better 
know the Lord the Head of His blood-bought 
Church. Those who labored to make this con- 
vention a success may be assured that their labor 
in the Lord has not been in vain. 
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To the Presbyterian Men 


Assembled in Convention, 
Miami, Florida 


October 10-13, 1957. 


For the inspiration of this gathering, we four 
who are still alive after 55 years of service to 
our church would like to cite you to the won. 
derful progress made by our World Mission 
Board since our first active cooperation with 
it. At the same time, we wish to challenge you 
that through your cooperation we may witness 
even greater achievements. 


Beginning in 1902, we recount our foreign 
mission work at that time was at a standstill. 
For three consecutive years the financial receipts 
hovered around 160 to 165 thousand dollars. 
Some missicnary candidates had applied to 
other Boards as they saw no prospect of being 
sent to the foreign field. 


To improve this situation, The Forward 
Movement for Foreign Missions was launched 
in 1902 by the four signatories to this com- 
munication. The outstanding feature of the 
Movement was to lead churches and individuals 
to assume a definite financial part of the sup- 
port of missionaries. The response was electric. 
With the added stimulus of the Laymen’s Mis- 
sionary Movement in 1907, within a few years 
our church advanced from a low rating to one 
of the highest in missionary giving. 


The World Can Now Read! 


It has been said that “the world can now 
read” is the most stupendous, the most arresting, 
the most ominous fact, perhaps on this planet 
today. For the first time since the birth of 
Christ the Church can reach nearly all the peo- 
ples of the whole world with the proclamation 
of the Gospel through the printed page. In the 
spiritual realm, this has created a situation that 
can only be compared to that produced by the 
“A” and “H” bombs in the material and political 
world. The men of this generation have an 
opportunity to make Christ known that no other 
generation has ever enjoyed. 


Therefore, we wish to challenge you to in- 
augurate another Forward Movement, in co- 
operation with our World Mission Board. This 
time to awaken men who are unaware of the 
value and potentiality of the printed page to 
reach the unsaved. We believe such a Move- 
ment offers far reaching results and the possi- 
bility of greater achievement than the Forward 
Movement of 1902 in which we had the privilege 
of participating. 


Signed: J. Leighton Stuart, Lacy I. Moffett, 
J. Fairman Preston, Charles A. Rowland. 
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LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 17 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





The Resurrection And Our Faith 


Scripture Background: I Corinthians 15 
Devotional Reading: I Corinthians 15 :50-58 


If I were to ask ten of the most outstanding Evangelical Students of the Bible to name the ten 
greatest chapters in the Bible, I expect that this chapter would be one that would be named by them 
all. In a majestic way, guided by the Holy Spirit, Paul treats this vital subject in a more complete 
way than it is treated in any other place. The gospel which Paul preached, as he tells us in verses 1-4, 


hinges upon two great Facts: 
“And that he was buried, and that he rose again 
the third day according to the scriptures.” Both 
His Death and His Resurrection are “according 
to the scriptures”. The Bible is saturated with 
these two foundation stones of Faith. Like all 
the facts we are asked to believe, we are sup- 
plied with abundant evidence, upon which we 
can base our faith. God does not ask for a 
blind unreasonable faith. but gives sufficient 
and satisfying proof. There are those who 
“will not believe” even when faced with all 
the credentials which Christ Himself offered 
in His Sinless Life, His Marvelous Miracles, and 
His Matchless Words. 


I. The Proof of His Resurrection: 5-11. 


In these verses Paul names some of the wit- 
nesses to the Resurrection. In the mouth of 
two or three witnesses facts are established 
in a law court. The witnesses must be people 
whose testimony we can believe. Here he gives 
a list of such witnesses. In the four Gospels and 
book of Acts we find a fuller account. First, 
there was Cephas, or Peter; then the twelve; 
then five hundred brethren, most of whom were 
alive; then James; then all the apostles. Last 
of all, He was seen of Paul himself as he met 
Him on the road to Damascus. I believe that 
any impartial jury would have no trouble in 
believing the testimony of this great company. 
“So we preach, and so ye believed.” This great 
fact is to be preached and believed. It is one 
of the Foundation Facts of our Christian Faith. 


II. The Vital Importance of the Resurrection: 
12-19. 


There were some who were saying that there 
is no resurrection of the dead. We know that 
the Sadducees did not believe in the resurrec- 
tion. They were the ones who asked Jesus the 
question about the woman who had seven hus- 
bands (see Matthew 22:23-33). The Pharisees, 
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(1) Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures, and (2) 





on the other hand, believed in the resurrection. 
There are some today who minimize the im- 
portance of the resurrection, or disbelieve al- 
together, or try to substitute some hazy idea of 
a “spiritual resurrection” and the immortality 
of the soul. There is a “spiritual resurrection” 
which is spoken of in John 5:24 where Jesus 
says, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that 
heareth my word, and believeth on him that 
sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not 
ceme into condemnation; but is passed from 
death unto life.” This is when we are “born 
again”. In this same chapter, however, just a 
few verses further down, Jesus speaks in no 
uncertain terms of the resurrection of the body 
(see verses 28, 29). “For the hour is coming, 
in the which all that are in the graves shall 
hear his voice, and shall come forth”, etc. Jesus 
spoke to Martha about this resurrection (see 
John 11:25,26). “Jesus said unto her, I am 
the resurrection and the life; he that believeth 
in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live. 
And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall 
never die. Believest thou this?” It is most im- 
portant to “believe this”, and not some vague 
“theory” about immortality or spiritual resur- 
rection. 


Paul goes on with irresistible logic to state 
some of the terrible consequences of unbelief in 
the resurrection. Look at this list: If there is 
no resurrection, then Christ is not risen; if 
He is not risen, then our preaching is vain, and 
your faith is also vain. We are found to be 
false witnesses, for this was their common testi- 
mony that God had raised Christ from the dead. 
If Christ is not risen, we are still in our sins. 
A dead Saviour has no power to take away sin. 
He conquered when He rose again. Then, too, 
all who have “fallen asleep” are perished. If 
only in this life we have hope in Christ, then 





PAGE 13 





we of all men are most miserable. Why? One 
reason is that they had faced persecution and 
death because of their belief in the resurrection. 
Think of what Paul had given up, and what 
he had suffered? Was he to perish like the 
beasts after his noble life of sacrifice? In those 
severe words Paul shows the inevitable result 
of such a course of unbelief, and the vital im- 
portance of this basic fact. 


Ill. The Order of the Resurrection: 26-34. 


He turns from this train of thought with the 
little word, “but”, a word he often uses to de- 
note a direct change in thought (see Eph. 2:4, 
“But God”). “But now is Christ risen from 
the dead, and become the first fruits of them 
that slept.” Death began with Adam; life comes 
with Christ. But every man in his own order! 
Christ the first fruits: afterwards they that are 
Christ’s at His coming. After the resurrection 
comes the end when He shall deliver up the 
kingdom to God. Paul tells us in Philippians 
2:10,11 that every knee shall bow and every 
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father. Our Catechism says, 
“At the resurrection, believers, being raised up 
in glory, shall be openly acknowledged, and 
acquitted in the day of Judgment and made 
perfectly blessed in the full enjoying of God 
to all eternity”. In the preceding answer we 
are told that our bodies, being still united to 
Christ, do rest in their graves till the resurrec- 
tion. Our redemption, or salvation, is not com- 
plete until the resurrection of our bodies. 


IV. The Nature of the Resurrection: 35-53. 


This section begins with a question, or two 
closely related questions: How are the dead 
raised up? With what body do they come? Let 
us see how simply Paul answers these questions. 


As to the first one, “How are the dead raised 
up?”, he draws an illustration from Nature. 
The farmer sees this question answered every 
year. He sows some grain. The seed he sows 
dies, so to speak. It stays in the ground but 
it sprouts and we see a green shoot come through 
the soil. This grows and finally the ripened 
grain is gathered, the same kind that he sowed, 
but increased ten, twenty, or sixty fold. God 
has given it a body. Our bodies are “planted” 
in the cemetery. They remain there until the 
resurrection day. Then they are raised up in 
glory and we have a new body. He uses two 
more illustrations; one about the different kinds 
of flesh that compose our earthly bodies—of 
men, and beasts, and fish, and birds. The other 
points us to the heavenly and earthly bodies; 
of sun and moon and stars. They differ in 
glory. 

He then gives some striking contrasts be- 
tween our earthly bodies and our heavenly or 
resurrection, bodies. The earthly body is sown 
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in corruption. It decays, as all fleshly bodies 
do. The new body we get at the resurrection 
will be incorruptible. It is sown in dishonor. 
We put it in the ground and cover it with 
earth. It is raised in glory. We plant a bulb 
in the ground and cover it with earth, and then, 
months later, we have a beautiful blossom. It 
is sown in weakness. Nothing is so weak as 
a dead body. It is raised in power. It is sown 
a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. 
I think we can see this very plainly when we 
compare the body of Jesus that was laid in 
the tomb, and the body that came forth. It 
was the same body. The print of the nails was 
still there. It was a different body. It could 
go through a closed door; it could appear or 
vanish. Jesus could dine with the disciples but 
He had no need for such food for His new 
body. There is mystery here, of course. There 
is mystery, too, in the blossom of the lily which 
came from an ugly bulb. 


Then he contrasts Adam and Christ. Adam 
was from the earth; Christ is from heaven. We 
have borne the image of the earthly Adam; 
we will bear the image of the heavenly, if we 
are “in Christ”. He shows us a mystery. We 
shall not all sleep. There will be some who 
will be alive on earth when He comes in glory. 
We shall all be changed. This corruptible must 
put on incorruptible, and this mortal must 
put on immortality. 


V. The Victory of the Resurrection: 54-57. 


When Christ died on the cross He conquered 
Sin. He was made sin for us who knew no sin. 
He said, “It is finished”. His work of Atone- 
ment was complete. He paid it all. No further 
need for sacrifices. Once for all He, our Great 
High Priest, has shed His blood for the remis- 
sion of sin. 


When Christ rose from the dead He conquered 
Death. Sin and Death were our two great ene- 
mies. The wages of sin is death. Death passed 
upon all men, for all have sinned. The sting 
of death is sin. Death means separation. Death 
of the body is the separation of body and spirit. 
Death of the soul is the separation of the soul 
from God. 


Jesus, when He died and was buried and then 
on the third day, rose again, conquered both 
kinds of death. His resurrection sets the seal 
upon His atoning work on the cross. It also 
assures us that our bodies will be raised from 
the grave as His body came forth. Thanks be 
to God, Who gives us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. This Victory brings a shout 
of Joy from believing hearts. “Earth’s saddest 
day and gladdest day were just one day apart! 


VI. The Effect or Result of the Resurrection: 58. 


Paul concludes this great chapter with a verse 
beginning with his favorite word, “Therefore”. 
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Paul is a fine logician. He lays down some 
great foundation premises and then draws his 
conclusion. Since all these great facts are true, 
Therefore! What should be the effect upon 
us? He sums it up thus: Be ye steadfast, un- 
moveable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord. Steady and unmoveable as the Rock of 
Gibraltar, we stand and withstand all the storms 
of life. There we will be filled with zeal and 
courage to work in the kingdom. Instead of 
being pitiable, we shall be strong to do what- 
ever our hands find to do. Why? Because we 
know that our labor is not in vain in the Lord. 
We are not working for a dead Saviour Whose 
body lies in the grave, but for a Living and 
Reigning Lord Who is at the right hand of 
God and is coming to receive us unto Himself, 
and when He comes, we shall meet Him in 
the air. 





The Joy of Tithing 


Why Hundreds of Tithers 
“Wouldn't Change for the World” 


By Wade C. Smith 


(Copied from The Sunday School Times, of Philadelphia, 
issue of July 5, 1951) 


In one of his “Say, Fellows—” articles some 
time ago in The Sunday School Times, Wade 
C. Smith, in referring to Jacob’s tithing to the 
Lord, commented, “Don’t get me started on 
tithing, fellows, I'll bubble over.” A Massachu- 
setts reader, who had been going through some 
difficult experiences, wrote Mr. Smith about his 
comment as follows. Her letter and Mr. Smith’s 
reply are here given for the encouragement of 
other readers. 


Dear Mr. Smith: 


_ For the past few months my husband ventured 
in building two houses, and financially we have 
become involved, owing to lack of experience and 
a desire to give the other fellow his due. Previous 
to this venture, we had always put aside a set 
amount for church contributions, and other calls 
took their chance as they came along. However, 
I have felt a desire to put aside a tenth of my 
husband’s total wages, and this I have done, ask- 
ing God to increase my faith in doing so, for I 
must say I have had trepidation in doing so, not 
being unwilling, but sensing this venture may not 
turn out on top. 


My husband is not fully aware of the amount 
I have set aside, but my conversation and prayers 
have been that we should give ten per cent, and 
I wanted to prove that God keeps His promises 
if we fulfill His will. Maybe your “bubbling over” 
experiences would help us. I know your prayers 
will, and ask for these. 
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Looking back we feel some of our mistakes have 
been foolish ones, and therefore our due punish- 
ment. 


Yours sincerely, 


A Massachusetts Reader 


Dear Friend: 


The whole matter rests upon trusting God 
to keep His promise—not whether you can see 
your way through or not. It makes no differ- 
ence what the circumstances are, or what your 
prospect of material profit or loss may be. In- 
deed, the poorer such prospect is, the greater 
faith you have to exercise and the greater and 
more overwhelming the blessing. I began to 
tithe when I was hopelessly in debt. I could see 
no possible chance of ever paying out, unless 
the stars should fall, or something as improbable 
as that. But the stars did fall, figuratively speak- 
ing, after I had gone through some very severe 
testing that almost baffled me. My wife and 
I just nailed down Malachi 3:10 to the altar, 
got on our knees together, put our fingers on 
that promise every day for two months, and said, 
“Lord, this is Your Word, we are taking it at 
face value; we are ‘proving’ You now herewith, 
and watching for the ‘windows of heaven’ to 
open!” And they did open—not all of a sudden, 
just a little at first. 


Near the end of the month, when we were 
beginning to wonder if we would have the faith 
to take out a tenth of the second month’s salary 
check, my wife received a letter from a lawyer 
in a distant state informing her that he had dis- 
covered that she was one of four heirs to a nine- 
acre tract out in the country, which he could 
sell for a certain amount. The other heirs were 
willing, and if she would consent he would go 
ahead with the sale. He also stated that her 
one-fourth, after paying back taxes, court fees, 
and his own service fee, would amount to a 
certain sum. Believe me when I tell you it was 
exactly the amount of that first month’s tithe! 
We said, “Praise the Lord, the ‘windows of 
heaven’ have cracked enough to give us back 
what we had paid Him!” She did not even know 
she was an “heir.” But we began right there 
to understand better that we are “heirs of God,” 
who owns “the silver and the gold and the cat- 
tle upon a thousand hills.” 


But the second month was harder sledding, for 
we had scraped the barrel, and it looked as 
though the children might have to do without 
sugar on their cereal, and wear patched clothes 
to Sunday school. However, we took out one- 
tenth for the Lord the second month, and nailed 
it down with Malachi 3:10. About the middle 
of the month, like a bolt out of the blue sky, 
my boss announced he was raising my salary 
$50 a month! The last thing I would have 
guessed, for he had not seemed to be that kind 
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of a boss, before. About that time, I was trying 
to exploit my first “Little Jetts Book,” which 
was “deep in the red,” for the lack of orders, 
and to my astonishment I received an order 
from John Wanamaker’s for 2,000 copies! That 
really set me up, for it had looked as though 
the book would be a commercial failure. Other 
orders began to come in from all over the coun- 
try and across the seas—a cabled order from 
Charles G. Pearson’s Sons Company, London, 
came for 1,500 copies; a mail order from Mel- 
bourne, Australia, for 500 copies. 


That little book bought me a home, the first 
I had ever owned. I paid all my debts, with 
interest, in full—some of them ten years old— 
and from that day I have never had to worry 
about finances. Of course I have to be frugal, 
but it’s real fun to make figures now, for the 
Lord is my Senior Partner. 


Nor was that the biggest way the windows 
opened. The spiritual blessing was far greater 
than the material. Formerly a niggardly giver 
to the Lord’s work, I suddenly found I could 
give in a big way (for me), and I increased 
my tithe to fifteen per cent, then to twenty per 
cent. It is a real joy always to have some money 
in the Lord’s treasury to give to any cause that 
comes along which I, as the Lord’s steward and 


charged with the responsibility of proper ad. 
ministration, may consider as a worthy one. 


Now my case is not exceptional, except pos. 
sibly in detail. I have talked with hundreds— 
yes, more than hundreds of tithers, and their 
universal and invariable testimony is that it 
is the happiest thing they ever did in finances, 
and they wouldn’t change for the world. 


I hope this “bubble over” answers your ques. 
tion about tithing. May the Lord lead you 
into it fully; and if you are careful to keep 
an accurate account, giving Him the benefit 
of the doubt whenever there is a question as 
to what the tithe should be, how applied, and 
the like, I am confident your experience will 
be as happy as mine and the many thousands 
of others who are consistently tithing. 


Sincerely yours in His glad service, 


Wade C. Smith. 
Fontana Dam, N. C. 


P.S. 1957—Now, six years later, I am more 
enthusiastic about the tithe than ever. The Lord 
has surely opened His Big Windows. 
Weaverville, N. C. 





YOUNG PEO 











YOUTH PROGRAM FOR NOVEMBER 17 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


“The Relation Of The Gospel To Social Life’ 


Scripture: James 2:14-24 

Suggested Hymns: 
“A Charge to Keep I Have” 
“Jesus Calls Us: O’er the Tumult” 
“O Jesus, I Have Promised” 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 

During the latter part of the nineteenth cen- 
tury there arose in the American church what 
was known as the “Social Gospel Movement”. 
There was no doubt some justification for such 
a movement, because many professing Christians 
seemed to have little social concern. Their “Sun- 
day religion” did not carry over to the other 
six days of the week. The “social gospel” got 
out of hand, however, because some of its most 
prominent leaders were soon leaving the impres- 
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sion that the central message of Christianity was 
a social message, and that the way to become 
a Christian was through social service. 


Actually, there is no such thing as a “social 
gospel”. The term is a purely human invention. 
There is only one Gospel, and it is the good 
news of Jesus Christ the Son of God who came 
into the world to die in the place of sinners. 
Those who receive the good news and accept 
by faith what Christ did for them, have eternal 
life. This is the only gospel, and those who 
receive it become transformed people. The fact 
that the Gospel transforms people makes it have 
a very real significance for society. That is why 
theologians talk about the social implications 
of the Gospel. 


A person whose life has been transformed 
through faith in Christ proves that the trans- 
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formation is real by the way he lives. That is 
what James meant when he wrote, “Faith with- 
out works is dead”. In other words, faith that 
does not produce good works is no faith at all. 
Concerning this same matter John Calvin said, 
“It is faith alone that justifies, but faith that 
justifies can never be alone”. 


The Bible makes it clear, and especially the 
teachings of Christ, that social service is a very 
acceptable way of serving the Lord. Jesus said, 
“Inasmuch as ye did it unto one of the least 
of these my brethren, ye did it unto me,” and, 
“Inasmuch as ye did it not unto one of the 
least of these, ye did it not unto me”. It is 
important that our service to others be done 
in the name of Christ, and not with any thought 
of establishing our own righteousness apart from 
Him. We do not engage in social service in 
order to become righteous, but because we have 
been cleansed and clothed in the righteousness 
of Christ. 


Wherever we find people whose lives have 
been transformed by Christ, we will find them 
working to transform the society of which they 
are a part. On the other hand, if professing 
Christians do not exert any influence on their 
society, we have reason to wonder if the work 
of transformation has been completed in them. 
This, then, is the meaning which the Gospel 
has for society: God transforms people through 
the Gospel of His Son, and through the people 
He transforms their society. 


We now want to consider and discuss some 
of the responsibilities which we, as Christians, 
have toward the society . . . the community... 
in which we live. 


(List on a blackboard or on a large sheet 


| of paper or cardboard social abuses and prac- 


tices in which a Christian can have no part, 


such as: 


Maintenance of slum housing areas where 
crime breeds. 


Engaging in business that is harmful, such as 
manufacturing or selling alcoholic beverages. 


Operating unwholesome places of amusement. 


Ask for suggestions of other businesses and 
practices which are a blot on society,and point 
out that the Christian who is unconcerned about 
such abuses is sharing, in a sense, in the harm 
that they do. 


_ Now make a list of social services and projects 
in which a transformed person will be sure to 
want a part, such as: 


Better schools 


Better government 


Relief of hunger, suffering, and poverty 
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Clean-up campaigns 
Wholesome recreation. 


Ask for suggestions of other projects and 
activities in the community which commend 
themselves to Christian endeavor. Point out that 
a Christian is responsible for using his vote, 
his influence, and his example for the better- 
ment of society. Be sure that all the young 
people understand that social service is the 
result of being Christians and not the means 
of Becoming Christians. The meeting could be 
closed by offering sentence prayers, asking the 
Lord to use you to render service in His name 
and to show you more opportunities for service.) 


LETTERS tx) 


Atlanta, Ga. — I just want to tell you what a 
blessing the Journal is. The recent article on Bap- 
tism was most enlightening; also the Predestina- 
tion article just as good. The helps on the lessons 
for the Women of the Church are v good. I 
own and operate a beauty shop and the Journal 
is the most read of all (the magazines). The 
Children’s Page I give to a teacher of little folks. 
May God continue to bless and enlighten all those 
who contribute to the Journal. 


In His Name 
Lillian Humphrey 


PRESBYTERIAN 
JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Division of Consolidated Presbyterian 
College of Synod of N. C, 


EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE FOR 
OUR MOST VALUABLE ASSET— 
OUR YOUTH. 














Louis C. LAMOTTE. PRESIDENT 
Maxton North Carolina 











TEACHER WANTED for Christian School. Wire 
or call W. E. Hill, Jr., Hopewell, Virginia. 








RELIGIOUS 


LIBRARIES 


PURCHASED 


Baker Book House @ Grand Rapids 6, Mich. 
Dept. PJ 





























DONATIONS WANTED — Eye glasses, false 
teeth, unwanted or damaged gold or silver 
jewelry, watches, rings, club pins. Mail to: 
Palisade Ave. United Presbyterian Church, 
301-23 St., Union City, N. J. Postage will be 
refunded. 
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Worldwide Bible Reading 
Thanksgiving to Christmas 


Spiritual Power 


Peace could prevail in the world during the 
Thanksgiving to Christmas season, if as much 
time and energy was spent seeking spiritual 
unity as is spent in the secular business drive. 


This gaudy, commercial demonstration an- 
nually eclipses the glory of Christ’s Birthday. 
The power to do it comes from a unity of pur- 
pose — more sales. 


There is available, however, a more powerful 
means of producing a spiritual unity during 
this month-long holy season. It is Bible reading. 
No extra expenditures of money or energy are 
necessary. 


Without exception, every home in the city 
has a copy of God’s word in one form or an- 
other. Pick it up, dust it off and then read it 
with an open mind each day beginning on 
Thanksgiving Day. 


You won’t be alone, either, for millions 
throughout the world will be reading the same 
scriptures. Make it a game and ask those you 
encounter on the streets about the daily read- 
ing. If they have failed to read it, by the next 
day they will have opened their Bible. 


Talk about chain reaction, this could create 
a spiritual force no world power could stop. 
Try itl 

This Worldwide Bible reading idea, fostered 
by the American Bible Society, began 13 years 
ago and has been gaining momentum each year. 


It came from “one crying in the wilderness” 
on Guadalcanal. A lonely Marine wrote his 
mother, asking his family to join with him in 
reading certain verses from the Bible each day 
to counteract his homesickness and to feel at 
least spiritual fellowship with those back home. 


This mother passed the letter on to the Ameri- 
can Bible Society which immediately selected 
Scriptures appropriate to the season of Thanks- 
giving to Christmas. The movement touched 
the hearts of Christians throughout the world. 


This year the Bible Society promotion is 
being assisted by a committee of laymen headed 
by President Eisenhower. 


Bookmarks in any quantity desired are being 
supplied by the American Bible Society. You 
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may order copies from the American Bible So- 
ciety, 85 Walton St., Atlanta, Georgia, for per- 
sonal use and to give to friends. On them are 
the daily Scripture selections listed below. 


God yearns for spiritual fellowship with all 
mankind. He speaks to men through His Word. 
He imparts spiritual power through it. Pick 
up the rece‘ver and listen with others this 
season. 





November 
28 Thanksgiving .._.Micah 6:6-8 
/ _ EES! Psalm 90:1-17 
IF <~-1---nssnevssegatnpieneeeengiensl a 
December 
1 Advent oe thas Romans 13:7-14 
i. _—eeeepererenivaenncn Beane 


=” adhe sciiatitiatetie ____Genesis 1:1-31 
ieee © Psalm 8:1-9 

5 - ie Fea E-Se 

. neo---entereentenanatamew 26217-2959 
7 
8 





nln eac Le AR 
Universal Bible 

















Sunday Exodus 20:1-17 
Oli aan! Matthew 22:15-40 
BPE Ett sc: Romans 8:14-39 
) ¢ ne Suwa Fe 
|) See 
13_.... tt CMeatthiew 5:1-26 
| ARR 
15 Sunday Matthew 6:1-18 
a ae Matthew 6:19-34 
yg eT _Matthew 7:1-29 
ae we ______ John $:1-17 
lg ac _.__ Titus 2:1-15 
20 _. one utsintaiena 11:1-9 
21 Mess. lacie ieee 
28 Sanday: esd) John 1:1-18 
yc. de Oe Hebrews 1:1-14 
24 _ os _.Matthew 1:18-25 
25 Christmas - aR RE: Matthew 2:1-12 





AN OLD FAVORITE REPRINTED 


WILLIAM THE BapPTisT 
By The Rev. James M. Chaney 


Stock cover, 133 pages. Only $1 
Dept. of Publication, 3712 Riviera Rd. 
Columbia 5, South Carolina 














Recommend The Journal To Friends 


EEEEEEEEEEEE EEE 








PAGE 19 








NEWS “* CHURCHE 


Coun, Ahi, 


ES ul 








CHANGES OF ADDRESS: 


Rev. J. A. Warren, from Prentiss, Mississippi, 
to the Germantown Presbyterian church, German- 
town, Tennessee. 


Rev. A. R. Cates, from Clio, Alabama, to the 
Blountstown and Orange churches, Box 577, 
Blountstown, Florida. 


Rev. Malcolm M. Bullock, from Gaffney, S. C., 
to Cliffwood Presbyterian church, 2411 Young 
Drive, Fleming Heights, Augusta, Georgia. 


Rev. Plumer Smith, from 1611 Atlantic Street 
to 1614 Atlantic Street, Hopewell, Va. 





DEATH OF REV. JAMES HERMAN MAGEE 


The Reverend James Herman Magee, Minister 
at the Carthage church in the Presbytery of Cen- 
tral Mississippi, went to his eternal reward on 
September 13, 1957, two days after a heart at- 
tack that seized him after his Wednesday night 
prayer meeting. He leaves a wife and four chil- 
dren, Mrs. Magee the former Miss Alice Jean 
Weatherall, of Pontotoc, Miss., his partner since 
1939. 


Mr. Magee was born in Prentiss, Miss., Novem- 
ber 23, 1911, and died shortly before his forty- 
sixth birthday. He had been sick for some months. 


He was a graduate of Maryville College in Ten- 
nessee, and of Columbia Theological Seminary 
at Decatur, Ga. He was licensed in April and 
ordained in June of 1938, by Meridian Presbytery. 


He served the Magee and Sharon churches in 
Meridian Presbytery in 1938-40; the Leakesville 
church in Mississippi Presbytery in 1940-41; as 
a Chaplain in the Army of the United States in 
1942-43; the Lake Village, Ark., church in 1945- 
48; the Spring Hill, La., church in 1949-52; and 
had served at Carthage since 1952. 

W. A. Gamble, S.C. 





COLUMBIA THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


President John A. Mackay of Princeton Theo- 
logical Seminary, Dr. William M. Elliott, Jr., Pas- 
tor of the Highland Park Presbyterian Church of 
Dallas, Texas, and Moderator of the General As- 
sembly of the Presbyterian Church U.S., and Dr. 
James M. Robinson, Associate Professor of Biblical 
Theology in the Candler School of Theology at 
Emory University will be the lecturers during Min- 
ister’s Week at Columbia Theological Seminary, 
November 4-8, 1957. 


Dr. Mackay will deliver the Smyth Lectures at 
services to be held at 8:00 o’clock each evening 
during the week and has chosen as his subject 
“Reality and Idolatry: A Critique of Current 
Christianity”. The subjects of the individual lec- 
tures in the series will be as follows: 


1. The Christian Quadrilateral 
2. Theologism: The Idolatry of Ideas 
3. Aestheticism: The Idolatry of Feeling 
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4. Churchism: The Idolatry of an _ Institution 
5. Moralism: The Idolatry of Precept 


Dr. William M. Elliott, Jr., will preach to the 
students and to visiting ministers each morning 
during this period at 11 o’clock. The subjects for 
his individual sermons have not been announced. 


Dr. James M. Robinson has chosen “Studies in 
the Kerygma”’ as the subject for the four lectures 
which he will deliver. Dr. Robinson will be heard 
at 9:30 A. M. and 4:30 P. M. on Tuesday, No- 
vember 5. He will also lecture at 9:30 A. M. 
on November 7 and 8. The titles for the individual 
lectures by Dr. Robinson will be as follows: 


1. Variety and Unity in the Kerygma 

2. The Kerygma and Christian Existence 

3. The Kerygma and New Testament Theology 
4. The Kerygma and the Historical Jesus 


The annual luncheon meeting of the Alumni 
Association of the Seminary will be held in the 
refectory at 1:00 P. M. on Tuesday, November 5. 





SOUTH CAROLINA 


Forest Lake Presbyterian Church, Columbia, 
S. C., latest star in Congaree Presbytery’s crown of 
churches, elected a Pastor on Sunday the 29th 
of September and announced its intention to as- 
sume a self supporting status at the beginning 
of the new year 1958. 


The Rev. Joseph Sherwood Harvard, presently 
assisting the Presbytery in Church Extension work, 
has accepted the Church’s call and will assume 
his new duties on January 1, 1958. Rev. Harvard 
is a native of Florida and began his studies for 
the ministry in the schools of that state. He com- 
pleted his preparation with graduation from Co- 
lumbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Georgia, 
and accepted his first call to Knox Presbyterian 
Church in Pensacola, Florida. Serving approxi- 
mately two years in this position, he was called 
to serve in Congaree Presbytery’s Church Exten- 
sion Program where he has played an immense 
part in the organization and progress of Forest 
Lake Church and has so endeared himself to the 
congregation that he was unanimously called to 
serve as the Church’s first Pastor. Rev. Harvard 
brought with him to Columbia a delightful and 
gracious family consisting of Mrs. Rebecca Har- 
vard, Misses Nants and Fay Harvard and Joe Har- 
vard III, all of whom are charter members of the 
new church. 


Forest Lake Presbyterian Church was born in 
the heart of Rev. Harry F. Petersen, Jr., Chair- 
man of Congaree Presbytery Church Extension 
Committee, whose love for the Presbyterian Church 
and prodigious labor in her behalf have resulted 
in the formation of nine new churches in the 
Presbytery. 


Forest Lake Church was officially organized en 
November 18, 1956 with seventy-two petitioners. 
The construction of a church building was begun 
with the breaking of ground on January 6, 1957, 
and the first service was held in the new building 
on July 21st of that year, by which time the mem- 
bership had grown to one hundred and twenty- 
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five. The new building was dedicated on Septem- 
ber 15, 1957, with a membership of one hundred 
and forty one and it is expected that this figure 
will approach two hundred b by January 1, 1958, 
when the Church will assume a self supporting 
status. 


The organization of this Church and the rapidity 
with which it has become a complete working 
unit is outstanding, and evidences the intense in- 
terest its members and others have in providing 
for the religious life of the community. 





Clinton—A scholarship in memory of the late 
Wilson W. Harris of Clinton has been established 
at Presbyterian College, President Marshall W. 
Brown announced recently. 


The grant, known as the Wilson W. Harris Me- 
morial Scholarship Fund, has been set up by his 
widow Mrs. Cornelia B. Harris toward providing 
financial assistance to worthy PC students. She 
has given an initial amount and plans to add to 
it through the years so that the income from the 
invested principal may be used for scholarships. 





Clinton —- A new slate of officers were begin- 
ning their duties today as leaders of the four 
classes at Presbyterian College. 


They have just been chosen in campus-wide elec- 
tions to serve for the remainder of the 1957-58 
session. 


Guice Potter of Anniston, Ala., was named 
president of the senior class; Ron Isger of Clair- 
ton, Pa., president of the juniors; Jack Taylor of 
Greer, sophomore president; and Rohe Esbaugh 
of Louisville, Ky., president of the freshmen. 





Pacolet—The Rev. Mr. John H. Knight preached 
in our revival October 1-6. The messages were 
scriptural and challenging. The attendance each 
night was considerably larger than the Church 
membership. Five boys and girls made profession 
of their faith in Christ and are to join our Church. 
Fourteen boys and girls received awards for faith- 
ful work in the Bible and attendance contest. 





NORTH CAROLINA 


Shelby — The fourth Presbyterian church in 
Cleveland County, and the second one in this city, 
has been formally organized by Kings Mountain 
Presbytery. John Knox Presbyterian Church grad- 
uated in status from a chapel to a full-scale church 
on Sunday evening, October 6th. The Rev. E. T. 
Thompson, Jr., is pastor there. 


The chapel program began in 1953 with a hand- 
ful of people coming together to worship in a 
rented house in the western area of Shelby. The 
Rev. Park Moore, then of Grover, now of Gastonia, 
served as pastor. He was followed by Dr. John S. 
Brown, the present pastor of the Shelby Presby- 
terian Church. The Rev. Don Shriver served as 
pastor of the chapel for a while. 


The present church building was constructed in 
1955, and seats 125 persons. Some 62 persons 
requested King Mountain Presbytery when it met 
in September, to grant church status to the chapel. 


Funds for the chapel building were provided 
largely by Kings Mountain Presbytery through the 
efforts of the Rev. P. D. Patrick, longtime chair- 
man of Church Extension, and through the gifts of 
the late W. H. Belk, merchant. 


The organizational service was conducted by 
Dr. Brown of Shelby, and the evening message 
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was presented by the Rev. George Riddle, pastor 
of the Cherryville Presbyterian Church. 


Officers who were elected to serve the new 
church are W. L. Alexander, Charles Beam, and 
Ted Kale, elders; and Brian Borders, Roy Tiddy, 
Jr., Harry Shropshire, and Douglass Bell, deacons. 


The Commission, appointed by Kings Mountain 
Presbytery, to organize the church, included Dr. 
Brown, Mr. Patrick, Mr. Riddle, the Rev. Trent 
Howell of Grover, and elders R. T. LeGrand, W. L. 
Alexander, and Everett Pruden. 





TEXAS 


Dallas — Another new church ject was 
initiated in the Greater Dallas Seteniien pecautee 

on Sunday, October 13, 1957, when services war 
held in a store building in Garland, Texas, with 
forty three people present. A full schedule of 
Church Sehool and Church Worship services were 
held on that day. Rev. W. C. Easton, former pastor 
of the First Presbyterian Church of Mexia, has 
been employed to initiate this work and it is 
hoped that organization can be effected by the 
end of the calendar year. If that is done it will 
mean that two new churches organized in the 
nenee, area this year and three within thirteen 
months. 


This is the thirteenth joint project undertaken 
in the last ten years by the Presbyterian Extension 
Committee of Dallas and Dallas Presbytery’s Com- 
mittee on Church Extension. Two of these projects 
have been relocation of existing churches and 
eleven have been the organization of new churches, 
seeing them through the initial stages of their 
building project. The twelve projects already under 
way show a total membership of 4,358; and total 
contributions for 1956 of $468,198. Church prop- 
erty valued at $2,500,000. 

Mr. G. R. Hollingsworth, elder in the First 
Church, Dallas, is chairman of the Presbyterian 
Extension Committee of Dallas. Mr. George R. 
Allen, elder in the Highland Park Church, is chair- 
man of the Presbytery’s Committee on Church 
Extension. 





VIRGINIA 


Richmond — Members of the Board of Christian 
Education gave unanimous approval to church- 
wide use of a comprehensive new curriculum study 
report at their October meeting following the 
Men’s Convention in Miami. 


The document, which covers guiding principles 
for Christian educational activities, will be offered 
to all boards and agencies of the General Assembly 
and to local churches for use as study material. 
It will also be used by the Board of Christian 
Education staff in its continuing program to im- 
prove materials offered to the church. 


Dr. Charles E. S. Kraemer, president of Assem- 
bly’s Training School, was chairman of the study 
group, which has been at work since 1955. 


Members of the Board also heard a report from 
its Higher Education subcommittee that a new 
Committee on Bequests will be organized at a 
meeting November 29-30 at Memphis. This group 
will set in motion a program to seek bequests to 
benefit all of the 29 educational institutions within 
the church. 


A committee was named to work out final de- 
tails for a new book store at Massanetta Springs, 
Va., with leaders of that conference grounds. Fur- 
ther plans were announced for the new Presby- 
terian Book Store in Charlotte, N. C., scheduled 
to open in March, 1958. 
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WILLIAM THE BAPTIST. James M. Chaney. 
Committee on Christian Education, Bible Presby- 
terian Synod. $1.00. 


This widely acclaimed presentation of the Scrip- 
tural teaching on baptism is once again available 
to the Christian public. It was originally published 
by the Committee of Publications of the Southern 
Presbyterian Church and ran into many editions 
and was distributed to the ends of the earth. This 
little volume gives satisfying answers to the ques- 
tions raised by Baptists. 





WHEN BOYS AND GIRLS SING. Warner Press. 
$1.95. 


This book is prepared especially for children. 
It is a result of over 5 years research and study. 
More than 600 children’s hymns and songs were 
considered by a special group consisting of church 
leaders and religious music directors from all areas 
of the United States. There are 5 sections in this 
book, with over 170 songs that children will enjoy 
singing and reading. 





THE CROSS AND THE OLD TESTAMENT. 
H. Wheeler Robinson. Westminster Press. $3.00. 


This re-publication consists of Dr. Robinson’s 
three books, “The Cross of Job,” “The Cross of 
the Servant,” and “The Cross of Jeremiah,” which 
were published some years ago. 


“The Cross of Job’? deals with the problem of 
suffering, first as viewed by Job, then as viewed 


by his friends and finally as created and handled 
by the Lord. 


“The Cross of the Servant” brings up the ques- 
tion of the actual identity of the “Servant of the 
Lord.” The author looks closely at the identifica- 
tion of the Servant with Jesus and the continuing 
collective aspect of the Servant in the corporate 
consciousness of the church. The permanent value 
of the content of the book is assessed. 


“The Cross of Jeremiah” is presented in four 
sections dealing with certain autobiographical por- 
tions of the Book of Jeremiah. 


In all three of these studies the author sees the 
same basic significance in the suffering and re- 
jection of a man of God carrying his cross and 
the lowliness of one who is establishing a new 
understanding of God in his own experience. This 
book is written with force and clarity and deals 
with remarkable insight into the complexities of 


human suffering. It is suggestive but should be 
read with discernment. 





CALVIN’S DOCTRINE OF THE WORK OF 
CHRIST. J. F. Jansen. James Clarke & Co., Ltd. 
8 /6d. . 


In the publication of this volume the author is 
reminding the modern church of her goodly heri- 
tage. He shows that the theology of the great 
Reformers possessed a vitality and strength too 
often obscured in later systems. He believes that 
it is high time that more attention be given to 
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Calvin’s understanding of the work of Christ for 
Christology is always the measure of any theology, 


Dr. Jansen contends that the offices of Christ 
in Calvin’s systematic theology are Scriptural and 
should be emphasized in our day. There is much 
to be derived from keeping clearly in mind that 
Christ as our Redeemer serves in the three-fold 
office of prophet, priest and king. Clearly he sets 
forth the exegetical basis of Calvin’s doctrine of 
the offices of Christ. He refutes the idea that 
Calvin’s treatment of the offices of Christ makes 
redemption any mechanical transaction devoid of 
devotional feeling. He answers Wernle’s criticism 
that for Calvin faith in Christ gives very little 
place to heart-and feeling and relies only on a 
reflective mind by saying, “Such criticism forgets 
that in Calvin redemption is not only the work 
of Christ for us, but also with us and in us.” 


We are reminded in this volume that when Cal- 
vin first began to systematize his theology he fol- 
lowed the earlier Christian theologians in teaching 
that Christ exercised two offices, namely priest 
and king. It was later that he introduced the 
third office and Dr. Jansen believes that he did 
this because the office of the prophet suggests 
a way of relating revelation and redemption and 
because it suggested a foundation for the Protes- 
tant ministerial order. Jansen does not follow Cal- 
vin in this arrangement. 


Calvin has much to teach us today. Many sv- 
perficial theological writers would do well to listen 
to a statement like this. ‘Whenever our salvation 
is treated of, let these two things be remembered 
— that we cannot be reckoned God’s sons unless 
He freely expiate our sins and thus reconcile us 
to Himself and then, not unless He also rule us 
by His Spirit. Now we must hold that what God 
hath joined man ought not to separate.” 


—J.R.R. 


PRAYER AND LIFE’S HIGHEST. Paul S. Rees. 
Wm. B. Eerdman’s Publishing Co. $2.00. 


This book deals with six of Paul’s devotional! 
and intercessory classics. One of America’s out- 
standing pulpiteers shows that Paul was mighty, 
not only as a man of thought and action and vision, 
but also of prayer. Few present-day expositors 
could equal the expository skill set forth in these 
messages. We know of none who could surpass 
these expositions. This volume shows us that when 
all the prayers of St. Paul are taken together it 
becomes clear that they are as astonishing in their 
sweep and range as they are in their depth and 
power. They show that no phase of the Christian’s 
life or the church’s experience is left unnoticed. 


THE CHRISTIAN’S DAILY GUIDE. William §S. 
Deal. Baker Book House. $1.00. 


This little book is full of spiritual capsules. 
It contains daily devotionals for spiritual refresh- 
ment. Its size is so arranged that it can easily 
be carried in one’s pocket or purse. 


RELIGION IN AND ON THE JOB. Eugene 
Carr. Cowart-McCann, Inc. $2.00. 





This book is a collection of columns from a 
widely read newspaper feature which is now in 
its third year of publication. They treat simply 
the problems of daily life as viewed through the 
principles and beliefs of the Bible and as prac- 
ticed in the modern world. There are topics of 
special interest to youth and parents and parables 
rooted in today’s life and living. 
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49 WORSHIP STORIES FOR CHILDREN. 
Theodore W. Schroeder. Concordia Publishing 


House. 


In this little book the author sets forth in story 
form the manner in which children may be taught 
the basic virtues which are part and parcel of 
Christian ethics and Christian living. The purpose 
of this book is to implant in young readers an 
understanding of and a respect for, love, patience, 
kindness, generosity, resignation, dedication, hon- 
esty, truthfulness, gratitude and obedience. The 
stories lay proper stress on the important roles 
these virtues play in the molding of character and 
personality. 





SPINOZA—THE ROAD TO INNER FREEDOM. 
Dagobert D. Runes. Philosophical Library. $3.00. 


This book is a republication of the Ethics of 
Baruch Spinoza. This work is recognized as one 
of the most profound and basic works in al! 
philosophic literature. Although it is well known 
to professional philosophers this volume has never 
received wide popularity among the reading public. 
Perhaps the reason is that Spinoza couched his 
ideas in mathematical formulation and scholastic 
terminology. For Spinoza, the pursuit of philosophy 
was never a mere academic exercise, but rather 
a search for a better and fuller life and a way 
to true human happiness and human dignity. To 
teach man to be master of his passions and emo- 
tions is in the last analysis the goal of Spinoza’s 
Ethics. He teaches that the only freedom from 
the inner conflict of life lies in the experience of 
an even greater emotion — the rational love of 
God. 





HUMAN FOOTPRINTS ON THE DIVINE 
HIGHROAD. Milton C. Lutz. Christopher Pub- 
lishing House. $2.50. 


The author was an army chaplain during World 
War I and served with the armed forces overseas. 
For a number of years he was chaplain of the 
Whittier State School for Boys. In these varied 
capacities he has had large experience as a coun- 
selor. This book is written to show the peace of 
heart and mind that Christ alone can give and 
that this peace is attained only when there is posi- 
tive assurance of salvation. 





HANDBOOK OF BIBLE HISTORY Book II - 
Old Testament. George Stob. Eerdmans. $2.50. 


This book is the sequel to the “Handbook of 
Bible History, Book I”. It continues and completes 
the historical and revaluational study of the Old 
Testament offered in this series of handbooks. This 
book describes Biblical material from the Kingdom 
of David to the close of the Old Testament period. 
The author shows how the Christian should try to 
see the large pattern of revelation that emerges 
from Bible study instead of getting lost in the 
details. He indicates that a reading of the prophets 
and their ministry is greatly rewarding. A chrono- 
logical chart giving the time of the reign of the 
kings of Judah and Israel and showing relation- 
ships between kings of Judah and Israel is helpful. 





‘ HELP YOUR BOY OR GIRL TO BE CHRISTIAN. 
Edmund W. Janss. W. A. Wilde Co. $2.50. 


This book tackles hundreds of basic problems 
that the boy or girl will face at any time. The 
needs and anxieties of the child and his mental 
and spiritual makeup also find solutions in this 
volume. The vital center of the whole book is 
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Christ. The author is sure that every childhood 
difficulty must find ultimate solution in Him 
whether it be social, mental or spiritual. For the 
parent who is perplexed, this book will be a help. 





THE ART OF HAPPY CHRISTIAN LIVING. 
Leslie Parrott. Zondervan. $2.00. 


This is a practical guide to happy living. The 
author clearly explains and illustrates how the 
life of both Christian and non-Christian can be a 
happy life. The author recognizes the problems 
that all of us face in everyday living and gets to 
the heart of these problems and their solution by 
practical application of Biblical truths. Mr. Parrott 
combines the deep practical truths of Scripture 
with his own experience to show that we need not 
be discouraged or defeated if we are Christians. 





IT ONLY HAPPENS TO PREACHERS. Ken 
Anderson. Zondervan. $2.50. 


In an unusually entertaining and descriptive way 
Ken Anderson presents a whole bookful of anec- 
dotes about preachers and their adventures. He 
achieves a fine balance between the serious and 
the humorous in his choice of narrative. The anec- 
dotes in this book concern many famous preachers 
of today and yesterday as well as not-so-well- 
known men in the pastoral and evangelistic fields. 
The book ends on an inspiring note with emphasis 
upon the spiritual aspects of the preacher’s daily 
ministry. 





JESUS, FRIEND AND TEACHER (Pupils’ Book, 
Parts 1 and 2 for grades 5 and 6.) Elizabeth S. 
Whitehouse. Westminster Press. 35 cents each. 


JESUS, FRIEND AND TEACHER (Teacher’s 
Book). Elizabeth Whitehouse. Westminster Press. 
$2.25. 


This course for Juniors is designed for use in 
released-time weekday religious classes. It provides 
a non-denominational firmly grounded study of 
the principles of Christianity as taught by Christ 
with the use of the Bible as a basic tool for learn- 
ing. The general purpose of this study expressed 
by the author is “to lead the boys and girls to 
the knowledge that Jesus’ teachings include help 
for the problems they face daily; to guide them 
in discovering those teachings and their relation- 
ships to the problems faced; to give practice in 
finding and reading in the Bible some of the stories 
and teachings of Jesus; to develop appreciation 
and admiration for the Master Teacher and to rec- 
ognize in him one especially sent by God to be 
our Saviour and Lord as well as our Friend.” 


Miss Whitehouse has served as Director of Chris- 
tian Education for a number of churches in the 
Philadelphia area and has been active in the field 
of religious writing. Lists of resource materials 
of all kinds are provided by the author including 
audio-visual material and helpful suggestions are 
made for discovering individual projects and ap- 
plication of the principles of Christianity. 





THE PROMISE OF PRAYER. John L. Casteel. 
Association Press. 


This volume is a condensation of the author’s 
former volume, “‘Rediscovering Prayer’. The author 
conceives of prayer as true communication with 
God and attunement to His purpose. The 8 chapters 
in this little book are all designed to inspire the 
reader to actually pray. 
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